PYGMALION

and talked down. I'll marry Freddy, I will, as soon as I'm able
to support him.

HIGGINS [thunderstruck] Freddy!!! that young fool! That poor
devil who couldnt get a job as an errand boy even if he had the
guts to try for it! Woman: do you not understand that I have
made you a consort for a king?

LIZA. Freddy loves me: that makes him king enough for me.
I dont want him to work: he wasnt brought up to it as I was. I'll
go and be a teacher.

HIGGINS. Whatll you teach, In heaven's name?
LIZA. What you taught me. I'll teach phonetics.
HIGGINS. Ha! ha! ha!

LIZA. I'll offer myself as an assistant to that hairyfaced
Hungarian.

HIGGINS [rising in a fury] What! That impostor! that humbug!
that toadying ignoramus! Teach him my methods! my dis-
coveries! You take one step in his direction and I'll wring your
neck. [He lays hands on her\. Do you hear?

LIZA [defiantly non-resistani\ Wring away. What do I carer I
knew youd strike me some day. [He lets her go, stamping with rage
at having forgotten himself^ and recoils so hastily that he stumbles
back into his seat on the Ottoman^ Alia! Now I know how to deal
with you. What a fool I was not to think of it before! You cant
take away the knowledge you gave me. You said I had a finer
ear than you. And I can be civil and kind to people, which is
more than you can. Aha! [Purposely dropping her aitches to
annoy him\ Thats done you, Enry Iggms, it az. Now I dont care
that [snapping her fingers\ for your bullying and your big talk.
I'll advertize it in the papers that your duchess is only a flower
girl that you taught, and that she'll teach anybody to be a duchess
just the same in six months for a thousand guineas. Oh, when I
think of myself crawling tinder your feet and being trampled on
and called names, when all the time I had only to lift up my
finger to be as good as you, I could just kick myself.

HIGGINS [wondering at her} You damned impudent slut, you!
But it's better than snivelling; better than fetching slippers and
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